
 

 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

GLENCOE COMMUNITY RELATIONS FORUM 
 

Virtual Meeting 
November 11, 2020 – 5 p.m. 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Prior to calling the meeting to order, Chair Clark explained the basis for conducting a 
virtual public meeting in compliance with the Illinois Open Meetings Act. Assistant Village 
Manager Sharon Tanner was physically present at the Village Hall. 
 
The meeting began at 5:05 p.m.  

 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Community Relations Forum 

Dipti Clark Chair Present 

Martin Elisco Member Absent 

Margot Flanagin Member Present 

Rev. Dwayne Gary Member Present 

Annice Moses Member Present, left at 
6:20 p.m. 

Amy Mysel Member Present 

Gary Ruben Member Present 

Hilary Scott Member Present 

Maureen Valvassori Member Present, left at 7 
p.m. 

Robert Young Member Present 

Village Staff 

Cary Lewandowski Public Safety Director Present 

Sharon Tanner Assistant Village 
Manager 

Present 

II. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 21, 2020 MEETING MINUTES 

 
Member Young made a motion, seconded by Member Valvassori to approve the meeting 
minutes of October 21, 2020, with a scrivener’s error correction. The motion was approved 
with the following vote: 
 
Aye – Clark, Flanagin, Gary, Moses, Mysel, Ruben, Scott, Valvassori, Young (9) 
Nay – None (0) 
Absent – Elisco (1) 
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT (ON TOPICS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA) 



 
 

 

Chair Clark invited members of the public to comment on matters not on the agenda and 
asked Assistant Village Manager Tanner to read any comments that were submitted by e-
mail in advance of the meeting. There were no public comments. 

IV. DISCUSSION REGARDING COMMUNITY RELATIONS FORUM INITIATIVES 

a. Conversations with Community Organizations 
b. Future Programs and Initiatives 

 
Chair Clark began the conversation by summarizing that the Forum previous discussed 
three initiatives: “Get to Know the Heart of Glencoe,” community discussions such as 
Coffee with the Forum, and a developing a survey.  
 
Member Moses shared that “Get to Know the Heart of Glencoe” is intended as a means for 
community members to get to know each other. At a high-level, the program could include 
a list of questions to ask members of the community (such as by phone or by e-mail) who 
are residents, business owners or employees, to get to know them. Questions could be 
developed by a subcommittee of the Forum. Member Scott expressed support for this idea 
as a means to get more information from the community. She indicated interest in working 
on this initiative and a survey, in efforts to develop shared language and an understanding 
of where the community wants to be. Member Scott shared that she hopes the Forum can 
gather community feedback through qualitative means, such as focus groups, and 
qualitative means such as surveys. Regarding “Get to Know the Heart of Glencoe,” Member 
Ruben asked how information that is gathered through the program will be dispersed. 
Member Moses said that she hopes there is a place where individuals can be featured, such 
as the newsletter or a portion of the Village’s website.  
 
Member Scott suggested that the group develop data collection means, such as a survey, to 
help with developing shared language in the community. Member Mysel said that she 
generally agrees, though surveys can be limited in the depth of data that is gathered. She 
questioned how survey data could be taken forward.  
 
Member Young shared that members of the Forum are scheduled to meet with the Glencoe 
Clergy Association in December. He suggested that in that meeting, the Forum could 
request to speak at individual houses of worship to reach more members of the community.  
 
Member Mysel discussed the importance of hearing peoples’ stories. Member Young said 
that he believes it is important to let the community know that the Forum exists; he has 
found that members of the community are not aware of the Forum.  
 
The Forum members formed subcommittees to begin working on the Forum’s initiatives. 
Members Flanagin, Mysel and Scott will form the survey subcommittee. Chair Clark, Rev. 
Gary and Member Young formed will form the Coffee with the Forum subcommittee. 
Members Moses, Ruben and Valvassori will form the “Get to Know the Heart of Glencoe” 
subcommittee.  
 
Moving to community organization conversations, Member Ruben asked if members of the 
Forum need anything additional as they move forward with contacting community 
organizations. Member Scott shared that she contacted Family Service of Glencoe Executive 
Director Bill Hansen and that the Forum’s questions were a helpful means to start the 



 
 

 

conversation. Member Flanagin shared that she is in contact with New Trier Township. 
Member Mysel said that she has contacted the Chicago Botanic Garden and hopes to have a 
deeper conversation in the next few weeks to discuss some of the Garden’s initiatives and to 
share more about the Forum’s work. Member Ruben said he had an initial conversation 
with District 35 Superintendent Catherine Wang, who provided a copy of a book that 
District 35 is reading about how to talk about race. The Forum discussed the possibility of 
connecting with New Trier High School. Rev. Gary shared that he is slated to be a panelist 
on an upcoming panel discussion that the Glencoe Rotary Club is developing. Member 
Valvassori said that she previously spoke with Glencoe Library Executive Director Andrew 
Kim and the Library is interested in working with the Forum in the future.  
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Chair Clark asked the Forum for feedback on its 2021 meeting schedule. The Forum 
expressed preference for having regular meetings on the first Wednesday of the month at 5 
p.m., and holding the third Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. if a second meeting is 
needed. The Forum’s next meeting will be December 9 at 5 p.m. 
 
Member Flanagin shared that the Volunteer Center is working with a group in Winnetka to 
organize a virtual event in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. She asked 
whether the Forum would like to be involved in such an event. Rev. Gary shared that the 
Clergy Association recently did a book reading of The Vanishing Half, and is planning 
additional book reading events, potentially one taking place on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. He said that St. Paul AME Church has hosted a celebration on Dr. Martin Luther King. 
Jr. Day and is considering options for this year’s event. 
 
The Forum discussed future observances to promote inclusion, such as Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, Pride Month and others.  

 

VII. ADJOURN 

Member Young made a motion to adjourn at 7:07 p.m., seconded by Member Flanagin. Said 
motion was approved by the following roll call vote: 
 
Aye – Clark, Flanagin, Gary, Moses, Mysel, Ruben, Scott, Young (8) 
Nay – None 
Absent – Elisco, Valvassori (2) 
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